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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
The Ministry Team
Pastor: Rev. Todd Bean
Ministers: All Members
Organist & Choir Director: Ann Gaadt
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St. John’s United Church of Christ
Flowers on the altar are given by Jean Mauntel in thanksgiving for the
congregation’s prayers and support.

Welcome, Announcements
We Gather to Worship God
*Indicates all who are comfortably able are invited to stand
*GATHERING MUSIC

“Here I Am to Worship”

Chris Tomlin

*CALL TO WORSHIP
L: In the darkest valley,
All: at the banquet table;
L: in the hard work of life,
All: at the moments of ease;
L: in our day-to-day reality,
All: at times set aside–
L: like this time, now–
All: for worship, for listening, for paying attention;
L: with every step we take:
All: goodness and mercy follow us; our cups overflow.
*OPENING HYMN

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (Cornerstone)”
Hillsong Worship

OPENING PRAYER
ALL: Loving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. When we face
darkness and death, walk beside us. When we hunger for your love, fill
us with your presence. When we are fearful, feed us at your table.
May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our
lives. Amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED
ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and buried. He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

We Grow in Our Faith
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Psalm 23

A psalm of David.
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love
will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

GOSPEL READING
John 9:1-41
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither
this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the
works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the
works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I
am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit on the
ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this
the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others
said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. He replied, “The man they
call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam
and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” “Where is this man?”
they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I
see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such
signs?” So they were divided.
Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” They still did
not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent
for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say
was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” “We know he is our son,” the
parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now,
or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak
for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus
was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.” A second time they summoned the man who had

been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man
is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I
do know. I was blind but now I see!” Then they asked him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered, “I have told you already and
you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his
disciples too?”
Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we
don’t even know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Now that is
remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does
his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.” To this they replied, “You were
steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.
Spiritual Blindness
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that
I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one
speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will
see and those who see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him
heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were
blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your
guilt remains.
SERMON

“Restored”

HYMN

“Psalm 23 (Goodness, Love and Mercy)”
Chris Tomlin

We Share and Rejoice in Our Blessings
OFFERING PRAYER

We Go Forth to Live and Serve
BENEDICTION

ST. JOHN’S COVID-19 UDPATE
Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s UCC, your church council had
another emergency meeting on March 19. For the safety and health of
your council members, the meeting was held online through a video
platform. The council has decided to suspend all in-person worship services
and church activities through Thursday, April 2, 2020. Your council will
have another emergency meeting that evening to re-evaluate the current
health crisis and we will communicate all decisions with you. The church
office will continue to remain open for the purposes of staff work and the
recording of worship services, etc. For the safety and health of staff and
myself, please do not come to the church in person for any reason. If you
need something, please contact the church office or myself by phone,
email or text. I will continue to record Sunday services and the Lenten
services as well as other recordings as I see necessary. You will receive a
One Call Now when the services are up and ready to view. There will also
be bulletins on the website so you can follow along and participate. It is
important we continue to look out for one another. If you yourself need
something or you know of someone who needs something, please call the
church or myself. If there is a person on your mind you are concerned
about, call them directly and ask how they are doing and if they have any
needs. Together we can take care of our congregation. These are
challenging times in the Church, in our communities and in the world.
However, our purpose continues. To change the world one person at a
time by sharing the love and power of Jesus Christ with family members,
friends and neighbors. We here at St. John’s United Church of Christ will
continue to do Christ’s ministry. May God keep each of you safe and
healthy. You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Take care and God bless.
Pastor Todd, 636-697-7985
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: MONDAY-FRIDAY, 9 A.M.-5 P.M.
PLEASE CONTACT VIA PHONE OR EMAIL ONLY—DO NOT COME TO THE OFFICE
IN PERSON
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 29
Psalm 130 and John 11:1-45

Stay Connected
NEW ONE CALL PHONE NUMBER
Please note that we did make a small change to our communications - "One Calls"
are now coming from a 1-877 number - this frees up both church telephone lines.
This is also the number you can call back if you missed the call and did not receive
a voicemail. The number is 1-877-698-3261; you may want to save it in your cell
phone if you have one.

News & Announcements
FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020
If you would like to have something announced in the bulletin, please send the
information to the office at office@stjohnsweldonspring.org no later than 10 a.m.
Wednesday. Please limit announcements to 70 words.
LENT 2020: “DISCOVERING WHERE YOUR STAR IS LEADING YOU”
During the season of Lent, we will spend time on our Star Words. We will have an
opportunity to continue to learn, create, and share with others, and continue to
be transformed. The remaining midweek Lenten worship schedule is as follows:
Lent 4: Activating, Wednesday, March 25
Lent 5: Equipping, Wednesday, April 1
These services will be recorded each week and shared for you to participate
virtually. You will receive a One Call when the services are available for viewing.
Services will be posted on the St. John’s website at stjohnsweldonspring.org and
on Facebook at facebook.com/Stjohnsuccweldonspring.
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP
We remember our Lord’s last supper with Maundy Thursday worship at 7 p.m. on
April 9.
EASTER EVENTS + ACTIVITIES
On Easter Sunday, April 12, we will gather for a Rise and Shine outdoor service
(weather permitting, otherwise indoors) at 8 a.m. followed by a carry-in brunch at
about 8:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School and our Tween Class will convene at 9
a.m. as usual, followed by another Easter worship service beginning at 10 a.m. The
children may enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt beginning immediately after worship at 11
a.m.

Joys and Concerns Prayer List
Please have the person’s permission before adding him or her to our prayer list.
TODAY AND THROUGH THE WEEK, PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Our church family: Dennis Davenport (healing), Gaspar + Vera Villa and family
(healing for Gaspar; healing and comfort for their family after car accident and
loss), George Schlie (surgery recovery), Barb Eickmeier and family (comfort),
Judy DeClue (healing), Jean Mauntel (healing), Velma Choate, Henry Kroeger,
Kendra Howell (healing/recovery), Mary Verdone (sight), Dave & Dorothy
Kapeller (comfort/healing), Ella Marshall (healing/strength/successful
treatment), Pat Fisher (healing/strength).
Others for whom we have concern: Angela Farwell (Barb Rose’s niece; cancer);
Sandi Robertson (Vicie Smith’s niece; cancer treatment), Maureen (Barb Yocks’
friend; starting breast cancer treatment), Tina Raeber (Barb Rose’s daughter;
surgery), Kristy Kniest’s father (broken pelvis), Michelle Hargraves (surgery/
shoulder), Carol Becker (Chris Volz’ friend; cancer), Judy Niebling (Suzanne
Weaver’s sister-in-law; hospice), Zack Paulus (Shirley Paulus’ great grandson,
Charissa Guyre’s great nephew; deploying to Iraq), Sharon (Kristy Kniest’s mom;
surgery recovery), Ella Mae Magnin (Dottie Seiter’s mother; healing), Tisam
Garvey (Vicie Smith’s granddaughter; strength, comfort), Rachel McCollum (Chris
Savage’s granddaughter; surgery recovery), Lynn Schaefer (friend of Connie
Wildt; cancer), Valeta Schien (cancer treatment), David Raming (Barb
Horstmeier’s brother-in-law; heart problems), Dot Peich (cancer), Daniel Nadler
(family strength & direction).
Please contact the church office with prayer request updates.
office@stjohnsweldonspring.org or 636-926-8995.

